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About the book 
This book is not only a family history, it also deals with the beginning of the Temple society and 
how the ‘Jesusalemsfreunde’ left the Black Forest to establish a new Kingdom of God in 
Palestine the Holy Land. 
The Wennagel master builders built the first houses in Sarona, the German Settlement including 
the ‘Gemeindehaus’ in the 1870’s. in other words, they were the building pioneers in the southern 
part of the country, whereas the Beilharz family, which also migrated from Dornstetten in the 
Black Forest, were building in the northern part of the country around Haifa, under the direction 
of Christoph Hoffmann 1815-1885 and Georg David Hardegg 1812-1879. The Wennagel 
pioneering family continued their building activities right through the Templer period in Palestine 
as well as in Australia.  
Israeli scholars are now beginning to appreciate the Templers’ contribution to the modernisation 
of Israel, as an agent of change who transformed the country from a forsaken Ottoman province 
into what Israel is today. The Wennagels were part of that transformation, and this book does 
historical justice in documenting it. No doubt this book will become a source for scholars who 
engage in Land of Israel studies. 
The Wennagel story is told in an interesting style, from the year 1699 to today (2007). The 
families are illustrated with many different genealogical charts and over 1,000 historical 
photographs from ‘The Albert Blaich Family Archive-Australia’. The Wennagel families and 
relatives, as well as people interested in the history of the Templer movement in the Holy Land 
will find Irene’s book fascinating and enlightening. 
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Testimonials 
I read ‘The Wennagel Story’ book with great interest, as a thorough documentation of this extraordinary family. Of 
special interest for me were the sections about Josef and Hugo. These are not only chapters in the history of the 
Wennagel family, but also import chapters in the history of modern Israel, in which the Wennagel have an active 
part, Israel scholars are now beginning to appreciate the Templers’ contribution to the modernization of Israel, as 
agents of change who transformed the country from a forsaken Ottoman province into what Israel is today. The 
Wennagel were part of that transformation, and this book does historical justice in documenting it, No doubt the book 
will become a source for study by Land of Israel Studies scholars. 
 
It also unveils the tip of the iceberg of the ‘Albert Blaich Family Archive-Australia’, a monumental collection that 
was laboriously compiled by the author’ eternal partner, Horst Blaich, himself from prominent Templer family, The 
Archive has already proven itself to be irreplaceable source for understanding the Templers’ culture and heritage. 
 
The book also illustrates for the general public for the first time the Hugo Treasure’ affair – in which I was privileged 
to be involved, a fascinating and human story with a happy ending. Kudos to the Blaichs for their literary 
achievement. 
                                                            -Dr Danny Goldman, Architect and University Lecturer, Tel Aviv, Israel 
 
After five decades of dedicated and painstaking research Irene Blaich has written a comprehensive and fascinating 
history of the  extended Wennagel family. This wonderful, easily readable book is not only of interest to members 
and descendants of the Wennagel family but to a much wider audience. It reflects the history and world events, 
especially in the 19th and 20th centuries, that affected and shaped the destiny of the family and the wider community 



in  which they lived. 
 
The text is supported by hundreds of photographs, historical documents, maps and genealogical charts, thus giving 
the reader not only a visual insight to the many individuals referred to, but also to the places and surrounds where 
they lived. Future generations will be indebted to Irene for this magnificent publication. The book is an everlasting 
tribute to the achievements of her forefathers. 
                                                             -Helmut Glenk, Author, Public Servant (retired), Melbourne, Australia 
 
I was deeply moved by the story of indomitable spirit and resilience in the face of human misfortune and suffering. I 
like the format of the events in the history of the family being repeated as the same events affects different branches 
of the family. It emphasizes both unity and the delivery of the family experience. 
                                       - Martin Higgins, Ma (Slavonic Studies) BA First Class Russian, RAF officer (retired)  
                                                                                     Language Teacher, Translator and Genealogist; UK. 
 

Reviews 

 



 
The German Press reported favorably on the launching of “The Wennagel Story” book by Irene Blaich 
in the ‘Heimatmuseum’ in Dornstetten, Black Forest; and in the ‘Paedagogisch-Kulturelles Centrum Ehemalige 
Synagoge Freudental’, Germany early this year. (Newspaper clippings above.) 
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Introduction to the book 
The phenomenon of emigration from Württemberg into the wide world was especially marked in the 19th century.  

Thousands of families from the poor regions of the Swabian Alb and the Black Forest tried their luck in the East (in 
the direction of the Caucasus) as well as in the West (in America). 
A small group called ‘The Friends of Jerusalem’, later named ‘Templers’ found their emigration destination in the 

Holy Land for religious reasons. 
The first emigration wave brought about 750 people to the neglected province of Palestine, ruled by the Ottomans.  
Within four years, four colonies (settlements) were established, in Haifa and Jaffa in 1869, in Sarona near Jaffa in 

1871 and in 1873 the colony Rephaim near Jerusalem.  The Templers through their pioneering work developed and 
modernised the country in many areas.  Their engagement in town planning, in agriculture as well as at the beginning 
of industrialisation of the country was of great significance. 

 
During the last decades our knowledge of the Templers has grown considerably, especially through the researches of 
the Württemberg Templers, which were instigated by the late Prof Dr Dr hc Alex Carmel, who died in 2002. 

The book at hand supplements and presents another important family of the Templers who was active in the Holy 
Land.  The Wennagels were of great significance as builders.  A lot of information in family history and genealogical 
connections to other Templer families is very clearly demonstrated through charts and pictures.  In addition, all 

generations are presented especially those who were active in Palestine.  This book shows, how a few emigrants from 
the Northern Black Forest to the Holy Land contributed significantly to the modernisation of the country through 
faith, much personal sacrifice and a great deal of Swabian diligence. 

The depth of the book’s text is supported by the hundreds of pictures and images, most of which are published here 
for the first time. 
We the researchers and the interested parties of the Holy Land should be thankful to the author Irene and Horst 

Blaich for this comprehensive work. 

— Dr Jakob Eisler,  University of Ludwigsburg near Stuttgart, Germany, March 2007   
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